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Feds admits
setbacks in fixing
$5M Indian trust

By MATT KELLEY
Agsooiatad Frass sy

WASHINGTON (AF—The
arbimend fuss liotied
drastic sethacks m its plans o fix
mizmanagemeni of a J300 millon
trust swstem lor Aanencan ldians,
meaning years of more finapcial
uncerhikinty for somse 3K
account holders, muny of them oo

“Were beft onde medin willt the
teeling of empty promises.” Keith
Harper, 8 Chemnkee lowyer repre-
serling account holders, said
Thursiday

Tho Ioterior Department revealed
the problems Wednesday i its lis
prisgress repon oo federal jodge
LS. Dagirict Judge Royee Lambenh
ardercd the repons inoa December
g that gave the federal govern-
ment oé fast opporiuity o coree
muore ihan g century of mismanage
el o the rast Daeds

The report said a $60 miliion
compuier system fo ek accoun)
dndormatiom las o oo such sevee
development problems that the gov-
emment i longer has a schedule 1
have i up and ronming ngbonwide
Onganal plans had called for ihe
Triast Asset bl Accounting
Mumagement System. or TAAMS. o

See BIA page 1
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Propane Emergency Training Held

Hazardous Materials emergency response tralning

Saturday, March 187, the Tribe hald
a Iradning session for emerngency re
sponders lo baitle propane acci-
dents. Ths training was parl of &
comprahensive program far respon-

dars to combal chemlcal accidents
under a Deparimenl of Trans-
poration gran! entified Hazardous
Matenals Ememency Praparedness
The Environmental  Sarvicas

Multiracial heritage raises fine
points in filling out Census 2000

irst Nations Development
B;uw andd Ymhr;l MMI'(W
hdanomnee o WE

Amemnber of (he Nativnal Amencan
Fnchisn 20000 Consus Advisory Commmil-
e wrms thist Indian commimitics
cotild he nder counted in Censiis 2000
i Amencan Indians aren’t carceful
about how they Al out the censos
Hormes

Cilendy Ahbiiny said i il Amerni-
van Indians of multiple racial hetitage
wheck more than one race (e, Amen-
can Telian and while, hlisck, oo Asian)
on the Census 200 form, they will be
Gabsulaied i the muhirscial category for
tuch ol e census meporting thal has
CeomHaTie Comsequeness, Their nfor-
wntiom will eventually appear in Aose-
wan Indian aggrepaio staistics, bul o
decper cus of the date, For instanee,

ey meay ol factor as American Inds-
ans in e crocial “percent lving in
perventy™ figures that form the baseline
T lumiiding vatous ProErins.

The same holds troe i a Native
Aanerican is living inoa bousehold
swhere the head of the houschold filling
ot thee Form is mam-Iadian — all mem-
bers of the household are tabulated as
pientd Frfeeent in the most eeommmically
coisequential data cuts

Hecause many ssues regarding (b
ulativny pmy fob be resolved il aiber
Agril,. when Census 20000 officially
COMIMETCES, anyone expecting o be
commied as an American Indisn or Na-
tive Amerscan in Census 2000 should
Tilowy v strmpie poldelines, Ms, Ab-
Dty said

See CENSUS page 2
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program. The Instruclor of 1he
classes was Temy Linscn of Fox
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BIA:

be available nationwide by year’ s end. Projects to collect all of the records related to the accounts
and check their accuracy also have run into roadblocks and will not be finished until 2003, and
efforts to draft policies and procedures for handling the trust system will not be done until 2004,
the report said.

A group of Indians sued the federal government in 1996 over the mismanagement of their
accounts, which hold the proceeds of leases for grazing, logging or oil drilling on Indian land. The
government has admitted that record-keeping is so poor that it does not know for sure how much
money should be in each account and does not have current addresses for more than 46,000
account holders.

Lamberth held Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, Bureau of Indian Affairs head Kevin Gover and
then-Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers in contempt of court last year for failing to turn over
documents.

Months later, an investigator hired by Lamberth found trust documents piled in a garbage heap on
a North Dakota reservation and said Treasury officials had kept quiet for months about the
Inadvertent destruction of other trust documents.

Harper said the problems outlined in the latest report mean that account holders face "continued
uncertainty about whether they’ re getting the right amount. They're going to continue to lose
money with a broken system."”

Rex Hackler, a spokesman for Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs, did not return telephone calls
seeking comment Thursday. Babbitt and Gover have repeatedly said that fixing the trust fund
problemsistheir top priority.

President Clinton's 2001 budget proposal includes $58.4 million for that work, down from $76.6
million this year. Gover has said this year’s spending is higher because of plans to buy equipment
such as computers that will be used for several years.

Gover also has repeatedly insisted that the TAAM S computer system was on schedule and
working. He told a January meeting of the United South and Eastern Tribesthat TAAMS"is
probably the best land management system in the world. That’s probably alittle puffery, but that’s
what we' e told."

But anew version of Interior’s plan to fix the trust problems said TAAMS has been plagued by
setbacks and is far behind its original schedule. The main reason: Officials bought the system
from a private contractor and began putting datainto it before determining what information
needed to be in the database and how it would be used.
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The Interior Department "in retrospect . . . concedes that the plan was overly optimistic given the
complexity of the task at hand," the document said.

Congress' General Accounting Office warned Interior of precisely that problem last year, but at
the time BIA officials dismissed the criticism.

Harper said he and other lawyers representing the Indians would investigate whether Interior
Department officials misled Lamberth about such problems during atrial in the case last summer.

"The court said they had one last chance," Harper said. "Thisisjust not good enough. A high-
level implementation plan with the majority of the dates three years from now . . . isjust not
acceptable.”

CENSUS:

1. Check ‘N0’ on the Hispanic/Latino origin question.
2. Check only one race - American Indian, and write in the tribal designation.

Ms. Ahhaitty can be reached at glendas-@aol.com. Additional information, including contact
information for other members of the National American Indian 2000 Census Advisory
Committee, can be found at the US Census Bureau website, www.census.gov or at the Native
American Public Telecommunications website, www.nativetelecom.org a US Census Bureau-
designated Census Information Center.

To raise community awareness on the importance of filling out the census form, meetings will be
held during the week of April 3-7, 2000 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner will be provided.

Tentative meeting dates and locations are as follows: Mon.-Neopit/Zoar at Menominee Tribal
School, Tues.-Keshena at High School, Wed.-Middle Village Safety Building, Thurs.-South
Branch Community Center.

Native Americans were under counted by approximately 12.2% nationally in 1990 according to
census statistics. In relation to other minorities, Native Americans ranked the highest in the
undercount. As aresult of the inaccuracy of the 1990 census, many communities were
shortchanged on federal and state spending for schools, crime prevention, health care, and
transportation. This has meant a continuing hardship for state and local officialstrying to serve the
needs of their communities because millions of dollars are incorrectly distributed each year based
on inaccurate population figures.

For example, state and federal aids that the Menominee Indian School District receivesisjust over
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$12-million ($12,204,000) or 63% of the total budget of $18,992,000. The allocation is based
upon population counts via the census. It was estimated that M enominees were under counted by
404 in 1990 according to a statistical analysis that was compiled by Community Development.
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